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He is Risen! 

He is Risen, indeed!! 

 

This week I found myself facing the same challenge I face every year at 

Easter: How am I going to preach on Resurrection Sunday? You may think, 

“well that’s easy, Ty, you just preach on the Resurrection.” Well, of course 

that’s the topic, but how do you preach the same message every year in a 

fresh way? I thought that this year it would be good for us to meditate on the 

very first sermon given on the Resurrection. Not on Easter Sunday, but some 

weeks later on Pentecost when  the Holy Spirit came on the church and Peter 

stood to powerfully proclaim that everything about Jesus was by the hand 

of God. And because He bears the full endorsement of God, there should be 

one of two reactions in those who consider the resurrection: great fear or 

great faith.  

 

� Great fear: 

o Jesus, the One they crucified, was raised to life.  

o God stands behind Jesus with His full endorsement.  

� Great faith: 

o If Jesus was raised from the dead by the hand of God, we 

should have great confidence that those who are for Christ 

will receive God’s favor.  

o The resurrection should give us overwhelming confidence to 

trust and obey Jesus out of deep gratitude for such great 

mercy.  

 

The resurrection of Christ is a line of demarcation. It is the boundary by 

which every person’s eternal destiny is determined. Your response to the 

resurrection will define whether you are in the Kingdom of God or the 

kingdom of darkness.  

 

Romans 1:4—Jesus was “declared the Son of God with power by the 

resurrection from the dead…”  
 

“declared” (“to distinguish”; word for horizon; like a line of demarcation 

dividing the earth and sky, so the resurrection clearly distinguishes Jesus 

from the rest of humanity—whoever stands with Him stands in light of life; 

whoever refuses Him stands in darkness of death). 
 

Coming to terms with the resurrection of Jesus Christ will either result in 

great fear, because by rejecting Jesus, you and God are on opposite sides of 

the line. Or you will respond with great faith, because by embracing Jesus, 

you and God are on the same side. In other words, you cannot pretend to 

stand in the favor of God if you don’t agree with His endorsement of His 

Son.  
 

In order to see this played out in real life, let’s go back to the 1
st
 century 

when the apostle Peter preached the gospel for the first time.  
 

Acts 2:22-39 

 
22

"Men of Israel, listen to these words: Jesus the Nazarene, a man 

attested to you by God with miracles and wonders and signs which 

God performed through Him in your midst, just as you yourselves 

know--  

 
23

this Man, delivered over by the predetermined plan and 

foreknowledge of God, you nailed to a cross by the hands of godless 

men and put Him to death.  

 
24

"But God raised Him up again, putting an end to the agony of death, 

since it was impossible for Him to be held in its power.  

 
25

"For David says of Him, 

 'I SAW THE LORD ALWAYS IN MY PRESENCE; 

 FOR HE IS AT MY RIGHT HAND, SO THAT I WILL NOT 

 BE SHAKEN.  
  26

'THEREFORE MY HEART WAS GLAD AND MY TONGUE 

 EXULTED; 

          MOREOVER MY FLESH ALSO WILL LIVE IN HOPE;  

  
27

BECAUSE YOU WILL NOT ABANDON MY SOUL TO HADES, 

 NOR ALLOW YOUR HOLY ONE TO UNDERGO DECAY.  

  



 
28

'YOU HAVE MADE KNOWN TO ME THE WAYS OF LIFE; 

          YOU WILL MAKE ME FULL OF GLADNESS WITH 

 YOUR PRESENCE.'  

 
29

"Brethren, I may confidently say to you regarding the patriarch 

David that he both died and was buried, and his tomb is with us to this 

day.  

 
30

"And so, because he was a prophet and knew that GOD HAD 

SWORN TO HIM WITH AN OATH TO SEAT one OF HIS 

DESCENDANTS ON HIS THRONE,  

 
31

he looked ahead and spoke of the resurrection of the Christ, that HE 

WAS NEITHER ABANDONED TO HADES, NOR DID His flesh 

SUFFER DECAY.  

 
32

"This Jesus God raised up again, to which we are all witnesses.  

 
33

"Therefore having been exalted to the right hand of God, and having 

received from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, He has poured 

forth this which you both see and hear.  

 
34

"For it was not David who ascended into heaven, but he himself 

says: 

          'THE LORD SAID TO MY LORD, 

          "SIT AT MY RIGHT HAND,  

 
35

UNTIL I MAKE YOUR ENEMIES A FOOTSTOOL FOR YOUR 

 FEET."'  

 
36

"Therefore let all the house of Israel know for certain that God has 

made Him both Lord and Christ--this Jesus whom you crucified."  

 
37

Now when they heard this, they were pierced to the heart, and said 

to Peter and the rest of the apostles, "Brethren, what shall we do?"  

 
38

Peter said to them, "Repent, and each of you be baptized in the 

name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins; and you will 

receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.  

 
39

"For the promise is for you and your children and for all who are 

far off, as many as the Lord our God will call to Himself."  
 

Here in Acts 2, Peter gives us four clear markers that Jesus bore the full 

endorsement of God.  

 

1. The Hand of God was on the Life & Ministry of Jesus           

(Acts 2:22). 

 

Peter begins by reminding them of something they already know. The 

undeniable uniqueness of Christ’s ministry. 

 

Peter uses three different words to refer to the supernatural works of Jesus: 

� Miracles (dunamis � “powers”); refers to the supernatural power of 

God in these works. 

� Wonders (teras); refers to the astonishing effect of the works.  

� Signs (semeion); refers to the purpose of the works to embody/reveal 

spiritual truth. 

 

So the works that Jesus did had astonishing supernatural power for the 

purpose of communicating a divine message.  

Notice that Peter’s emphasis is not on trying to prove the miraculous nature 

of these works. Jesus’ enemies never questioned whether or not He did 

miracles—that was obvious (the undeniable evidence of those who had been 

healed, delivered from demons, or even raised from the dead could not be 

dismissed). What they questioned was the source of His power—they 

claimed He was a sorcerer who cast out demons by the power of Beelzebul 

(Luke 11:15).  

 

But Peter declares that it was God who was doing these works through Him. 

This was God’s way of accrediting Jesus to the world not only as the 

Messiah, but also as the Son of God.  

 

Yet if it is true that Jesus was fully accredited by God, what do you do with 

the crucifixion?  Peter goes on in the next verse to declare that… 

 

2. The Hand of God was behind the Death of Jesus (Acts 2:23). 

 

There are three responsible parties for the death of Jesus in vs. 23. Let’s start 

at the end:  

� There were the godless men (lit. “lawless men”; Gentile). Here he’s 

referring to the Romans, who under Pilate’s decree crucified Jesus.  

� Then there is “you” referring to his Jewish audience. The Jewish 

leaders were responsible because they pushed for the death penalty.  

Both of these parties are fully responsible for crucifying the Son of God 

out of cold-hearted, murderous, hate and rejection of God.  



� But ultimately, God was responsible for the death of His own Son. 

Catch the strong language: “this Man, delivered over by the 

predetermined plan and foreknowledge of God” (vs. 23a). It was 

God’s premeditated will and purpose to hand Jesus over to these 

hard-hearted religious and godless men knowing full well (with 

perfect omniscience) what they would do to His Son. God’s 

sovereignty and human responsibility both play into the death of 

Jesus. Peter’s words are arresting: “You nailed to the cross God’s 

Son and your Messiah!” “You may have resisted Jesus to the point of 

putting Him to death, but you cannot alter or escape the sovereign 

will and plan of God.”  

 

As the Spirit of God reveals to Peter’s listeners what has really 

happened, what emotion do you think they are experiencing? It ought to 

be fear to the extent of dread. If they crucified the Messiah, what hope 

remains for them?  If they put to death the very One God fully 

endorsed—His own Son—how could they ever hope to gain God’s 

favor?  

 

But Peter doesn’t just stop there. He goes on to testify that…  

 

3. The Hand of God brought about the Resurrection of Jesus   

(Acts 2:24-32). 

 

[vs. 23-24] 
 23

this Man, delivered over by the predetermined plan and 

 foreknowledge of God, you nailed to a cross by the hands of 

 godless men and put Him to death.  

  
24

"But God raised Him up again, putting an end to the agony 

 of death, since it was impossible for Him to be held in its 

 power.  
 

Don’t overlook the horrifying impact of this message for Peter’s 

audience. If you had cast your vote in favor of putting to death a man 

that had full and personal access to all the power of God, and He 

came back to life, would that make you just a little bit nervous?  

 

The Holy Spirit is working powerfully through Peter’s message and 

it will pierce thousands of His listeners to the heart. But this is not an 

“I told you so” sermon. Nor is it a “God’s going to get you” sermon.  

 

Peter is preaching the gospel, the goods news contained in the life, 

death and resurrection of Jesus, that there is victory over death and 

the most heinous sin that deserves it. And we begin to catch a 

glimmer of this hope in the end of vs. 24: “But God raised Him up 

again, putting an end to the agony of death, since it was impossible 

for Him to be held in its power.”  

 

There is some powerful imagery behind these words. The word 

translated “agony” in the NAS/NIV is literally, “birth pangs.” The 

days that Jesus spent in the tomb were like a child in the womb. The 

pain of death is comparable to the pain of labor. Just as there comes a 

point when a woman cannot keep that baby from being birthed, so 

the grave had no hold on Jesus. He must and He did come forth 

because it was the Father’s established will. And when you follow 

Jesus into death, what you discover is that in Christ you cannot be 

held there but are thrust into new life through the rebirth.  

 

But has the resurrection of Christ always been the established and determined 

will of God? Peter quotes Psalm 16 for evidence in vs. 25 where David 

prophesied of the Messiah when he wrote…   
25

"For David says of Him, 

 'I SAW THE LORD ALWAYS IN MY PRESENCE; 

 FOR HE IS AT MY RIGHT HAND, SO THAT I WILL NOT 

 BE SHAKEN.  
  26

'THEREFORE MY HEART WAS GLAD AND MY TONGUE 

 EXULTED; 

          MOREOVER MY FLESH ALSO WILL LIVE IN HOPE;  

  
27

BECAUSE YOU WILL NOT ABANDON MY SOUL TO HADES, 

 NOR ALLOW YOUR HOLY ONE TO UNDERGO DECAY.  

  

 
28

'YOU HAVE MADE KNOWN TO ME THE WAYS OF LIFE; 

          YOU WILL MAKE ME FULL OF GLADNESS WITH 

 YOUR PRESENCE.'  
  



 

Peter goes on to press His point in vs. 29-32:   

 
29

"Brethren, I may confidently say to you regarding the patriarch 

David that he both died and was buried, and his tomb is with us to this 

day.  

 
30

"And so, because he was a prophet and knew that GOD HAD 

SWORN TO HIM WITH AN OATH TO SEAT one OF HIS 

DESCENDANTS ON HIS THRONE,  

 
31

he looked ahead and spoke of the resurrection of the Christ, that HE 

WAS NEITHER ABANDONED TO HADES, NOR DID His flesh 

SUFFER DECAY.  

 
32

"This Jesus God raised up again, to which we are all witnesses.  
 

“You know where David’s grave is. Go dig it up and see how much his body 

has undergone decay.” He was not writing about himself but prophesying of 

this Jesus who has risen from the dead!  

 

Peter now turns to his 4
th
 line of defense:  

 

4. The Hand of God is revealed in the Exaltation of Jesus          

(Acts 2:33). 

 

Keep in mind the context of Acts 2. The chapter begins with a phenomenal 

event in Jerusalem:  

Acts 2:1-4 
1
When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one 

place.  

 
2
And suddenly there came from heaven a noise like a violent rushing 

wind, and it filled the whole house where they were sitting.  

 
3
And there appeared to them tongues as of fire distributing 

themselves, and they rested on each one of them.  

 
4
And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak with 

other tongues, as the Spirit was giving them utterance.  (2:1-4). The 

crowds were astonished; the only explanation they could come up with was 

that they must be drunk. But Peter stands to declare that this is the 

outpouring of the Holy Spirit that the prophet Joel had foretold. And this is 

just one more massive confirmation that the hand of God is upon Jesus, His 

Son and Messiah.  

 

In vs. 33-36 He says,   

 
33

"Therefore having been exalted to the right hand of God, and having 

received from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, He has poured 

forth this which you both see and hear.  

 
34

"For it was not David who ascended into heaven, but he himself 

says: 

         'THE LORD SAID TO MY LORD, 

         "SIT AT MY RIGHT HAND,  

    
35

UNTIL I MAKE YOUR ENEMIES A FOOTSTOOL FOR YOUR 

 FEET."'  

 
36

"Therefore let all the house of Israel know for certain that God has 

made Him both Lord and Christ--this Jesus whom you crucified."  
 

After the resurrection Jesus was exalted to right hand of the Father where He 

holds the authority to dispatch the Holy Spirit, and will one day be vindicated 

as His enemies are subdued under His feet.  

 

Jesus has been attested by God to be both Lord and Christ by His life, death, 

resurrection, and exaltation. (vs. 36). 

 

The question of the hour is found in vs. 36: “Therefore let all the house of 

Israel know for certain that God has made Him both Lord and Christ--this 

Jesus whom you crucified.”  

 

Peter’s response is to offer them the gospel: “Peter said to them, "Repent, 

and each of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of 

your sins; and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.” (vs. 38).  

 

This is a jaw-dropping offer of mercy. You’ll never find greater mercy.  

 

The great reality has struck their hearts that they have been violently opposed 

to God—they stand in dreadful fear of God’s vengeance. Yet Peter instructs 

them to move from fear to faith with a single word: “Repent”: Turn from 

your God-opposing ways and publically identify yourself with Jesus Christ. 

Come under the authority of His name. Die to your self-driven ways and 

experience the full forgiveness of new life in the Risen Christ. (vs. 38) 



Acts 2 is not just for the 1
st
 century Jews in Jerusalem that day.  In vs. 39, 

Peter gives an open invitation that reiterates the message of vs. 21: “And it 

shall be that everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” 

(Acts 2:21).  

 

So what does this have to do with you?  

It is essential that you understand that it’s impossible for you to have God on 

your side without choosing to honor Jesus in the same manner that God 

does—as Messiah (Savior) & Lord over all. 

 

And what would compel you to surrender the rights of your life to Jesus’ 

authority? The love of God that spared not even His only Son as the cost of 

forgiveness for your sin. And why is this forgiveness so valuable? It is the 

defining line of your eternal destiny. The resurrection of Christ is the 

dividing line. Either you stand with Him in eternal life or you stand apart 

from Him in hell.  

 

Today I invite you to turn from fear to faith, from sin to salvation. 

 

Put your trust in Christ and receive His forgiveness.  

 

Take up your cross of self-forgetfulness. Follow Jesus into death and into life 

eternal.  

 

 

 

 

“And it shall be that everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be 

saved.” (Acts 2:21). 

 


